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Aim: What defines a computer?
The	 irst	electronic	computer,	ENIAC,	
was	created	about	70	years	ago	in	the	1940s

subtraction,	and	square	root	operations

It	was	the	size	of	a	twocar	garage	and	
weighed	approximately	27	tons.	

Since	ENIAC,	computers	have	gotten	smaller,	faster,	
cheaper,	and	more	complex	.	

Because	the	computer	changes	so	
rapidly,	it	is	interesting	to	consider	what	
exactly	makes	a	computer	a	computer.	

Does	a	computer		have	to	look	like	modernday	desktop	
or	laptop	computers,	or	can	it	be	something	else?	

What	other	things	can	perform	computations?	

What	counts	as	a	computation? Answering	these	questions	can	be	challenging,	but	
thinking	about	them	gives	us	a	great	way	to	start	
thinking	about	how	computers	work.	The	video	will	
provide	some	starting	points	for	our	discussion.how computers work -code.org
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